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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . A method for processing the data of a process comprising: 

(a) identifying one or more events and/or activities of said data and one or 
more attributes thereof; 

(b) classifying each of said events and/or activities and each of said 
attributes according to a data structure that comprises an event and/or activity 
type and a plurality of attribute types to provide defined event and/or activity 
types for said events and/or activities and defined attribute types for said 
attributes; and 

(c) allocating one or more storage volumes to each of said defined event 
and/or activity types for storage and retrieval of said data by attribute type. 

2. The method of claim 1 , wherein step (c) allocates at least one storage 
volume to each of said defined attribute types. 

3. The method of claim 2, wherein said data structure further comprises a 
time stamp, and wherein said at least one storage volume of a first one of said 
events is accessed according to said time stamp for storage and retrieval of said 
attributes corresponding to said first event. 

4. The method of claim 2, wherein at least one attribute of a plurality of said 
events and/or activities is common to at least one of said defined attribute types, 
and wherein step (c) allocates said at least one storage volume to all of said 
common attributes. 
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5. The method of claim 1 , wherein step (c) allocates a first one of said 
storage volumes for storage of values of said data for said attributes of at least a 
first one of said defined attribute types, and further comprising compressing said 
data which is stored in said first one of said storage volumes according to 
identity of said values of said attributes of consecutive events and/or activities 
that have been allocated for storage in said first one of said storage volumes. 

6. The method of claim 5, wherein said data structure further comprises a 
time stamp, and wherein said first one of said storage volumes is accessed 
according to said time stamp for storage and/or retrieval of said values, and 
wherein said values of a first event are retrieved from said first storage volume 
by using the value of a first time stamp for said first event or of a second time 
stamp value of a second one of said events that is earlier in time than said first 
time stamp value. 

7. The method of claim 1 , wherein step (c) allocates a first one of said 
storage volumes for storage of values of said attributes of at least one of said 
defined attribute types, wherein said attributes of said at least one defined 
attribute type are static, and further comprising optimizing data storage in said 
first one of said storage volumes by omitting storage of a static value. 

8. The method of claim 1 , wherein said process is one of a plurality of 
processes, and wherein steps (a), (b) and (c) are performed for each of said 
plurality of processes using said data structure. 

9. The method of claim 8, wherein at least two of said plurality of processes 
are different from one another. 
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1 0. The method of claim 1 , further comprising presenting data values of 
different ones of said events and/or activities that are defined as different event 
and/or activity types in any one of a plurality of formats. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 0, wherein said plurality of formats are selected 
from the group consisting of: row format, column format and chart format. 

12. The method of claim 1 , further comprising developing a map structure for 
mapping diverse external names of said attributes and/or field contents thereof 
to a common internal attribute name and/or field content . 

1 3. A computer system for processing the data of a process comprising: 

means for identifying one or more events and/or activities of said data 
and one or more attributes thereof; 

means for classifying each of said events and/or activities and each of 
said attributes according to a data structure that comprises an event and/or 
activity type and a plurality of attribute types to provide defined event and/or 
activity types for said events and/or activities and defined attribute types for said 
attributes; and 

means for allocating one or more storage volumes to each of said defined 
event and/or activity types for storage and retrieval of said data by attribute type. 

1 4. The computer system of claim 1 3, wherein said means for allocating 
allocates at least one storage volume to each of said defined attribute types. 
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1 5. The computer system of claim 1 4, wherein said data structure further 
comprises a time stamp, and wherein said at least one storage volume of a first 
one of said events is accessed according to said time stamp for storage and 
retrieval of said attributes corresponding to said first event. 

1 6. The computer system of claim 1 4, wherein at least one attribute of a 
plurality of said events and/or activities is common to at least one of said defined 
attribute types, and wherein said means for allocating allocates said at least one 
storage volume to all of said common attributes. 

1 7. The computer system of claim 1 3, wherein said means for allocating 
allocates a first one of said storage volumes for storage of values of said data 
for said attributes of at least a first one of said defined attribute types, and 
further comprising compressing said data which is stored in said first one of said 
storage volumes according to identity of said values of said attributes of 
consecutive events and/or activities that have been allocated for storage in said 
first one of said storage volumes. 

1 8. The computer system of claim 1 7, wherein said data structure further time 
stamp, and wherein said first one of said storage volumes is accessed according 
to said time stamp for storage and/or retrieval of said values, and wherein said 
values of a first event are retrieved from said first storage volume by using the 
value of a first time stamp for said first event or of a second time stamp value of 
a second one of said events that is earlier in time than said first time stamp 
value. 

1 9. The computer system of claim 1 3, wherein said means for allocating 
allocates a first one of said storage volumes for storage of values of said 
attributes of at least one of said defined attribute types, wherein said attributes 
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of said at least one defined attribute type are static, and further comprising 
optimizing data storage in said first one of said storage volumes by omitting 
storage of a static value. 

20. The computer system of claim 13, wherein said process is one of a 
plurality of processes, and wherein said means for classifying provides for each 
of said plurality of processes defined event and/or activity types and defined 
attribute types using said data structure. 

21 . The computer system of claim 20, wherein at least two of said plurality of 
processes are different from one another. 

22. The computer system of claim 1 3, further comprising means for 
presenting data values of different ones of said event and/or activities that are 
defined as different event and/or activity types in any one of a plurality of 
formats. 

23. The computer system of claim 22, wherein said plurality of formats is 
selected from the group consisting of: row format, column format and chart 
format. 

24. the computer system of claim 1 3, further comprising means for 
developing a map structure for mapping diverse external names of attributes 
and/or field contents thereof to a common internal attribute name and/or field 
content. 

25. A memory media for controlling a computer that processes the data of a 
process, said memory media comprising: 
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first means for controlling said computer to identify one or more events 
and/or activities of said data and one or more attributes thereof; 

second means for controlling said computer to classify each of said 
events and/or activities and each of said attributes according to a data structure 
that comprises an event and/or activity type and a plurality of attribute types to 
provide defined event and/or activity types for said events and/or activities and 
defined attribute types for said attributes; and 

third means for controlling said computer to allocate one or more storage 
volumes to each of said defined event and/or activity types for storage and 
retrieval of said data by attribute type. 
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